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SECRETSTATE 196010 

EXDIS DISTRIBUTE AS NODIS 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-2 

TAGS: PDIP, MOPS, MILI, LE, IS, UNSC 

SUBJECT: SOUTH LEBANON: BEGIN S REPLY TO SECRETARY'S 
MESSAGE 

1 . ISRAELI MINISTER BAR-ON TODAY DELIVERED THE FOLLOWING 
MESSAGE FROM BEGIN TO THE SECRETARY DATED AUGUST 3 AND 
CLASSIFIED TOP SECRET, IN RESPONSE TO SECRETARY'S 
AUGUST 1 MESSAGE. 

2. BEGIN TEXT: DEAR MR. SECRETARY, 

1 THANK YOU FOR YOUR MESSAGE OF AUGUST 1. 

IMMEDIATELY UPON ITS RECEIPT I CONVENED THE MINISTERIAL 
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COMMITTEE ON DEFENSE AFFAIRS TO CONSIDER THE SITUATION. 

IT IS MY DUTY TO TELL YOU, MR. SECRETARY, THAT THE MOST 
RECENT DEVELOPMENT IN LEBANON TOOK US COMPLETELY BY SUR- 
PRISE. AS WE HAVE PUBLICLY STATED, WE ARE NOT A PARTY TO 
IT BUT WE CAN AND WE SHALL DO OUR BEST TO EXERT OUR 
INFLUENCE IN THE SPIRIT OF YOUR REQUEST. 
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I PRESUME THAT AMBASSADOR LEWIS INFORMED YOU IN THE 
COURSE OF THE NIGHT (OUR TIME) OF THE DECISION WE HAVE 
TAKEN. 

ALTHOUGH IT IS NOT IN OUR POWER TO ISSUE ORDERS TO THE 
CHRISTIAN MILITIAS, WE HAVE EMPHATICALLY ASKED MAJOR 
HADDAD TO DISCONTINUE THE SHELLING OF THE LEBANESE 
BATTALION. IT IS OUR DESIRE THAT UNDER CONDITIONS OF 
COMPLETE QUIET AND PEACE THE TALKS MAY CONTINUE, LEADING, 
HOPEFULLY, TO A SUCCESSFUL CONCLUSION FOR AN AGREED 
ARRANGEMENT THAT WILL BE TO THE SATISFACTION OF ALL THE 
PARTIES CONCERNED. 

AMBASSADOR LEWIS CHARACTERIZED THE PROPOSED ARRANGEMENT AS 
VERY REASONABLE. LET US THEREFORE HOPE THAT AGREEMENT ON 
THIS PARTICULAR MATTER WILL BE SPEEDILY REACHED SO THAT 
WHEN YOU ARRIVE IN JERUSALEM WE WILL BE ABLE TO DEVOTE 
OUR COMPLETE ATTENTION TO THE GREAT ISSUES OF PEACE IN THE 
MIDDLE EAST. 

I CANNOT END THIS MESSAGE, MR. SECRETARY, WITHOUT 
EXPRESSING WHAT I FEEL TO BE MY HUMAN MORAL DUTY TO DRAW 
YOUR ATTENTION TO THE TRAGIC SITUATION IN NORTHERN 
LEBANON AND PARTICULARLY IN BEIRUT ITSELF WHERE THE HOMES 
OF THE CHRISTIANS ARE BEING ATROCIOUSLY SHELLED BY SYRIAN 
GUNS AND TANKS, KILLING AND MAIMING EN-MASSE CIVILIAN 
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INHABITANTS, MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN. 

I LOOK FORWARD TO GREETING YOU SOON. 

WITH ALL GOOD WISHES. SINCERELY, MENACHEM BEGIN. END 
TEXT. 

3. FYI. BAR-ON NOTED THAT A SIMILAR MESSAGE HAD BEEN 
SENT TO WALDHEIM. MAKING THE POINT OUTLINED IN THE 
FOURTH PARAGRAPH OF THE MESSAGE TO THE SECRETARY, 

BEGINNING "ALTHOUGH IT IS..." 

VANCE 
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